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looks less sinister than the Khyber. Its pinnacles are high-
er, its rocks red, white and black, bathed in sunlight, more
pleasing to the eye, while the magnificent prospect of

richly cultivated valleys dotted with lovely little adobe
huts that spread out below like a picture touched with
amethyst and gold, once beheld, can never be forgotten.
Badshah Khan was in raptures, intoxicated with the
keen mountain air and the ravishing beauty of the land-
scape. He would not suffer any one to remain apathetic in
the presence of such natural grandeur. All of a sudden
lie exclaimed, " Look, there is the nidus of Ajab Khan,"
as he pointed out a neat, little mud hut in the valley
below. " Ajab Khan, the adbuctor of Mollie Ellis,^ noto-
rious outlaw, who paid the penalty for his long dossier of
crimes on a frontier gallows ? " I asked, mechanically
repeating remarks which I had picked up from Mac-
Munn. Badshah Khan laughed. " Dead ! Hanged ! Why,
he is still alive and settled somewhere on the bor-
der of Turkistan. And he was no scoundrel either."
And with that he told the whole story of the outlaw as
attested to by eye-witnesses, who personally knew
all the parties concerned. The story may or may not be
true in every detail, but it was universally believed to be
authentic by the Frontier Pathans, who held Ajab
Khan to be guiltless of Mrs. Ellis' blood, and Badshah
Khan sincerely shared that conviction. Ajab Khan
was what one might call "a gun runner", a traffic-
ker in unlicensed arms. His house was raided by

Major  B........of  the  British  Army.   "You  may  do

whatever else you like/' he warned the search
officer, " but if you enter the zenana, or touch the
womenfolk, there will be a score to settle." The officer
laughed and rudely proceeded to unveil the ladies in the

* Daughter of Col. Ellis and Mrs. Ellis was abducted by Ajab
Khan and his men as vendetta against an alleged affront to the ladies
of Ajab Khan's family. Mrs. Ellis was murdered at the same time.
Mollie Ellis was later contacted by Mrs. Starr, the widow of Dr.
Starr, and recovered with the help of some local Maliks (tribal
chiefs).